
BELL WORK
~5 MINUTES EVERY DAY KEEPS THE HSC FEARS AWAY~



What is ‘bell work’?
Bell work gets you thinking and writing as soon as you come into class. 

Each writing activity will take you no more than 10 minutes. 

You may use some time to plan, and the rest to write, or the whole time to write.

Process:

- collect some writing paper from the front
- put your name and the bell work task number at the top of the page
- write your response
- put your response in the Bell Work Box (it will receive either teacher or peer 

feedback)



#1
There was music from my neighbor’s house through the summer nights. In his blue gardens men and girls 
came and went like moths among the whisperings and the champagne and the stars. At high tide in the 
afternoon I watched his guests diving from the tower of his raft, or taking the sun on the hot sand of his 
beach while his two motor-boats slit the waters of the Sound, drawing aquaplanes over cataracts of foam. 
On week-ends his Rolls-Royce became an omnibus, bearing parties to and from the city between nine in 
the morning and long past midnight, while his station wagon scampered like a brisk yellow bug to meet all 
trains. And on Mondays eight servants, including an extra gardener, toiled all day with mops and 
scrubbing-brushes and hammers and garden-shears, repairing the ravages of the night before.

TASK: 

Describe your house on a summer night in 100-150 words, emulating the style of F Scott Fitzgerald 
in the above extract from The Great Gatsby. 



#2
How do composers represent individual and collective human experiences to 
invite responders to see the world differently? 

TASK:

Write the introduction to an essay on Nineteen Eighty-Four that answers the 
above question. 



#3

TASK:

Read the poem ‘You’re’ by Sylvia Plath, and answer the following question:

How does Plath use comparison to capture the joy and anticipation of 
pregnancy? (3 marks)



#4
TASK:

Re-read the poem ‘You’re’ by Sylvia Plath. 

Write a one stanza poetic comparison of your own. 

You can choose to describe any human experience you wish, however, it 
must be through a series of comparisons.  



#5
TASK:

Use the first stanza of W.B. Yeats’ ‘Sailing to Byzantium’ as a stimulus for a 
discursive piece about ageing. Write the opening paragraph of this piece. 

That is no country for old men. The young
In one another's arms, birds in the trees,
—Those dying generations—at their song,
The salmon-falls, the mackerel-crowded seas,
Fish, flesh, or fowl, commend all summer long
Whatever is begotten, born, and dies.
Caught in that sensual music all neglect
Monuments of unageing intellect.



#6
TASK:

How does the photograph ‘Migrant 
Mother’ by Dorothea Lange 
humanise poverty? (2 marks)



#7

TASK:

‘The drill sergeant is the 
most effective type of leader.’

Write the opening to a 
speech which argues for, or 
against, the above statement.  



#8
TASK:

Imagine you are John Lancaster, Henry IV’s third son. Write a diary entry 
reflecting on the events of Act 1, Scene 1. 

Remember that diaries are personal responses to events, and typically 
capture how a person is feeling. Use first person, informal language, and 
primarily past tense.



#9
TASK:

Read the extract from As You Like It by Shakespeare, and answer the 
following question:

Explain how Shakespeare uses the seven stages of man to represent the 
diversity yet commonalities within human experiences.

(4 marks)



#10

TASK: 

Compare how each of the two 
posters creates a sense of 
shared human experience. 

(4 marks)



#11
‘What a piece of work is man, How noble in reason, how infinite in faculty, In form 
and moving how express and admirable, In action how like an Angel, In 
apprehension how like a god, The beauty of the world, The paragon of animals. 
And yet to me, what is this quintessence of dust?’

Hamlet, William Shakespeare

TASK:

Use the about quote from Hamlet as the stimulus for a discursive piece that 
reflects on the human condition. You may choose to write the introduction, 
or a body paragraph. 



#12
TASK:

Imagine that the following candidates are running for Prime Minister:

Henry IV

Hotspur

Falstaff

Prince Hal 

Who would you vote for? Why? Write at least five sentences. 

*Disclaimer: I know we don’t 
vote for a politician, rather 
for a party, but you know 
what I mean. 



#13

TASK:

Use the image as a stimulus for a 
discursive piece about the tenuous 
nature of political power. 



#14

How has the context of each text influenced your understanding of the intentional 
connections between them?

TASK:

Write the introduction to an essay on Donne and W;t that answers the above 
question. 



#15

Falstaff has been labelled as one of ‘nature’s predators’.

TASK: Write the first body paragraph of an extended response in which you 
challenge or affirm this view regarding Falstaff in Shakespeare’s King Henry 
IV, Part 1.



#16

TASK:

Imagine you are Lady Percy, Hotspur’s wife. Write a letter to you brother, 
Mortimer, describing your concerns about Hotspur’s recent strange 
behaviour and what it could mean for you, and for Mortimer’s campaign. 



#17
TASK:

Choose a character, persona or speaker from ONE prescribed text that you 
have studied in Module C (PATEL, Father and Child, Eulogy for Gough 
Whitlam). Express the thought processes of this character, persona or 
speaker by exploring a moment of tension in the text from an alternative 
point of view.

N.B.: Write the opening paragraph of this piece. 



#18

TASK:

Write a reflection where you justify the creative decisions that you have 
made in your writing of the previous task.



#19
‘But, Ned, to drive away the time till Falstaff come, I prithee, do thou stand in some 
by-room, while I question my puny drawer to what end he gave me the sugar; and 
do thou never leave calling 'Francis,' that his tale to me may be nothing but 'Anon.' 
Step aside, and I'll show thee a precedent.’ (Act II, Scene IV)

TASK:

Imagine that you are Francis the barman who is mocked by Hal and Poynes 
for their own amusement. Describe what happened to your wife, conveying 
how the situation made you felt, and how it has influenced your view of Hal 
as the future king of England.



#20

TASK:

Compare how the two 
pictures represent the 
human experiences of 
anxiety and uncertainty. 



#21
In what ways does Nineteen Eighty-Four offer new insights into the anomalies in 
human behaviour and motivations?
 

TASK:

Write the introduction to an essay on Nineteen Eighty-Four that answers the 
above question. 



#22
Through the representation of individual and collective human experiences, we are 
able to gain a greater understanding of the complexity of human qualities and 
emotions.
 

TASK:

Write ONE body paragraph of an essay on Nineteen Eighty-Four that 
answers the above question. 



#23
There was no telescreen, but there must be hidden microphones: besides, they could be seen. It did not matter, nothing 
mattered. They could have lain down on the ground and done that if they had wanted to. His flesh froze with horror at the 
thought of it. She made no response whatever to the clasp of his arm; she did not even try to disengage herself. He knew now 
what had changed in her. Her face was sallower, and there was a long scar, partly hidden by the hair, across her forehead and 
temple; but that was not the change. It was that her waist had grown thicker, and, in a surprising way, had stiffened. He 
remembered how once, after the explosion of a rocket bomb, he had helped to drag a corpse out of some ruins, and had been 
astonished not only by the incredible weight of the thing, but by its rigidity and awkwardness to handle, which made it seem 
more like stone than flesh. Her body felt like that. It occurred to him that the texture of her skin would be quite different from 
what it had once been. 

He did not attempt to kiss her, nor did they speak. As they walked back across the grass, she looked directly at him for the first 
time. It was only a momentary glance, full of contempt and dislike. He wondered whether it was a dislike that came purely out of 
the past or whether it was inspired also by his bloated face and the water that the wind kept squeezing from his eyes. They sat 
down on two iron chairs, side by side but not too close together. He saw that she was about to speak. She moved her clumsy 
shoe a few centimetres and deliberately crushed a twig. Her feet seemed to have grown broader, he noticed. 

TASK: Rewrite the above scene from the perspective of Julia, capturing her 
feelings towards Winston and life post-Room 101. 



#24
‘Changes in form inevitably lead to different perspectives on the same issues.’
 
TASK:

Write ONE body paragraph of an essay on Donne and W;t that answers the 
above question. 



#25
‘Never again will a single story be told as though it is the only one. 

- John Berger

To what extent is this statement true in the light of your exploration of Textual 
Conversations?

TASK:

Write ONE body paragraph of an essay on Donne and W;t that answers the 
above question. 



#26

Why is Sir John Falstaff considered one Shakespeare’s most memorable 
characters? 

TASK:

Write the opening to a discursive piece that uses the above question as its 
title.



#27

TASK:

Write a paragraph convincing the reader that your least favourite thing (a 
musician, a pizza topping, a novel, a Marvel character etc) is in fact your 

most favourite thing. 



#28

TASK:

Write the opening scene of the story below:

New residents to an old neighborhood are invited by their friendly neighbors 
to a Halloween party. The neighbors are vampires.



#29

TASK:

Write the climax of a horror story, 
using this photograph as the 
stimulus. 



#30

TASK:

Write a 10 line poem about 
spring. Choose one flower, insect, 
animal or tree as a motif.


